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IARC CONFIRMS SAFETY OF FIBER GLASS, ROCK 
AND SLAG WOOL FIBERS 


Following a review of all available evidence by a scientific working group of the world’s 
leading experts on the health and safety of man-made vitreous fibers in Lyon, France, the 
International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) has lowered the classification of 
international glass wool, rock wool, and slag wool fibers from a Group 2B classification 
(‘'possibly carcinogenic to humans”) to a Group 3 classification (“not classifiable as to 
carcinogenicity to humans”). 

LARC emphasized that “Epidemiologic studies published during the 15 years since the 
previous IARC Monographs review of these fibres in 1988 provide no evidence of 
mcreased risks of lung cancer or of mesothelioma (cancer of the lining of the body 
cavities) from occupational exposures during manufacture of these materials, and 
inadequate evidence overall of any cancer risk” [bold and underline added]. Other fibers 
reviewed in 19SS retained their original classification. IARC further stated that . .the 
more commonly used vitreous fibre wools including insulation glass wool, rock (stone) 
wool and slag wool are now considered not classifiable as to carcinogenicity to humans 
(Group 3).” 

Much of the extensive medical-scientific research that was relied upon by IARC in 
reaching its decision was funded by the insulation industry in North America and was 
conducted at leading independent laboratories and universities in the U.S. and abroad. 

Ken Mentzer, President of NAJMA said “the IARC re-evaluation confirms NAIMA’s 
confidence in the safety of its members’ products for workers and consumers when proper 
work practices and installation methods are followed.” Additional details on IARC’s 
findings are included in the attached press release. A complete report on the IARC 
panel’s findings will be available in six to nine months. 

For additional information, contact Angus Crane or James Crowe at NA1MA. 
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Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/fyxj0001 




